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Magazine zone 

Holi 
What do you know about Holi? Read this article to find out what people do at this special 
time! 

Instructions 
Do the preparation exercise first. Then read the article and do the other exercises. 

Preparation 
Match the definitions (a–j) with the vocabulary (1–10). 

Vocabulary 

1.   g    Hindu 
2.          a victory 
3.          evil 
4.          to forgive someone 
5.          to upset someone 
6.          a full moon 
7.          a bonfire 
8.          a powder 
9.          a water pistol 
10.          a spice 

Definition 

a. to stop being angry with someone for a bad thing that 
person has done  

b. a big, outside fire, often in a festival 
c. the moon when it looks like a complete circle  
d. a time when someone or something wins and 

someone or something else loses  
e. something made from a plant that gives a special 

taste to food  
f. a toy that sends out water 
g. about the religion of Hinduism or people of this religion 
h. something extremely bad and unkind 
i. a loose, dry substance made of very small pieces 
j. to make someone worried, unhappy or angry 

Holi 

What is Holi? 
Holi is a very old Hindu festival that comes from India and Nepal. It’s sometimes called the 
festival of colours. It celebrates the start of spring and the victory of good over evil. An 
important part of Holi is forgiving anyone who has upset you and making friends with them 
again.  

When is Holi? 
The date changes each year depending on the full moon, but it is some time between the 
end of February and the middle of March. It lasts a night and a day.   
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How do people celebrate? 
The night before Holi is called Holika Dahan. People make bonfires which show that it’s the 
end of winter and good is winning over evil. People sing, dance and do other traditional 
activities around the fire. 

The next day is called Rangwali Holi. In the morning everyone goes into the streets, and 
people throw coloured powders and water at each other. Some people use water pistols 
and water balloons. After a few hours, everyone is very wet and covered in a rainbow of 
different colours. Some colours have meanings; for example, red means love and green 
means a new start. There is also music, and people play the drums. It’s a lot of fun!   

What do people eat? 
In the evening people put on clean clothes, go and visit their friends and family and eat 
sweets and other tasty food. One special food is called gujiya, a sweet made with dried fruit 
and nuts. Lots of people also have thandai, a delicious cold milk drink with nuts and spices. 

Holi is a popular and colourful holiday which is now celebrated in many places around the 
world. All kinds of people can enjoy it together, having fun with both old and new friends. 
Happy Holi! 

 

Tasks 

Task 1 
What do people do at Holi? Choose the five correct answers. 

✓ make a big fire 

 decorate a tree 

 sing and dance 

 paint pictures 

 throw colours at other people 

 play the drums 

 play card games 

 eat and drink nice things 
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Task 2  
Complete the sentences with words from the box. 

clothes Hindu full moon powders 

forgive green bonfire nuts 

 
1. Holi is a very old                 Hindu                   festival. 

2. At Holi, try to                                                     other people. 

3. The date of Holi changes because the date of the                                                     changes. 

4. The                                                    helps to celebrate the end of winter. 

5. After throwing                                                   and water, people look very colourful. 

6. Red means love, and                                                    means a new start. 

7. People change their                                                    before visiting friends and family. 

8. You can put                                                    in both gujiya and thandai. 

Write and draw 
What’s the most colourful festival where you live? Write about it and draw a picture. 
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Answers 

Preparation task 
1. g 
2. d 
3. h 
4. a 
5. j 
6. c 
7. b 
8. i 
9. f 
10. e 

Task 1 
✓ make a big fire 

 decorate a tree 

✓ sing and dance 

 paint pictures 

✓ throw colours at other people 

✓ play the drums 

 play card games 

✓ eat and drink nice things 

Task 2 
1. Hindu 
2. forgive 
3. full moon 
4. bonfire 
5. powders 
6. green 
7. clothes 
8. nuts 
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