. A e
‘4 @@ BRITISH
-4 @O COUNCIL

(

LearnEnglish Family aajal il g loj "

\

&J_Luj.lle_o E

'

= i

L
|
L |
1
L |
L |
L
4
L

‘

L
L]
=]
C |
=
=1
|
|
4
4
-



How Young children learn English language

How young children learn English as another language

| Young children are natural language acquirers; they are self-motivated to pick up language without

conscious learning, unlike adolescents and adults. They have the ability to imitate pronunciation and
work out the rules for themselves. Any idea that learning to talk in English is difficult does not occur to

them unless it's suggested by adults, who themselves probably learned English academically at a later
age through grammar-based text books.

The advantages of beginning early

= Young children are still using their individual, innate, language-learning strategies to acquire their
home language and soon find they can also use these strategies to pick up English.

Young children have time to learn through play-like activities.
Young children have more time to fit English into their daily programme.

Children who have the opportunity to pick up a second language while they are still young appear to use the

same innate language-learning strategies throughout life when learning other languages. Picking up third
fourth, or even more languages is easier than picking up the second.

Young children who acquire language rather than consciously learn it, as older children and adults have to,
are more likely to have a better pronunciation and feel for the language and the culture.

Stages of picking up English

Spoken language comes naturally before reading and writing.
+ Silent period

+ Beginning to talk

+ Building up English language

Frustration

After the initial novelty of English sessions, some young children, especially boys, become frustrated by
their inability to express their thought in English. Others want to speak quickly in English as they can in
their home language. Frustration can often be overcome by providing children with ‘performance’ pieces
like ‘I can count to 12 in English’ or vey simple rhymes, which consist of ready-made phrases.

. Mistakes

Children should not be told they have made mistake because any correction immediately demotivates.
Mistakes may be part of the process of working out the grammar rules of English or they may be a fault
in pronunciation.

Language-learning environments

Young children find it is more difficult to pick up English if they are not provided with the right type of
experiences, accompanied by adult support using ‘parentese’ (an adjusted form of speech) techniques.
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Young children need to feel secure and know that there is some obvious reason for using English.
Activities need to be linked to some interesting everyday activity about which they already know, e.g sharing an
English picture book, saying a rhyme in English, having an ‘English’ snack.

Activities are backed up by specific objects, where possible, as this helps understanding and increases general
interest.

Reading

Children who can already read in their home language generally want to find out how to read in English. They already
know how to decode words in their home language to get meaning from text and, if not helped to decode in English,

may transfer their home language-decoding techniques and end up reading English with the home language accent.

Parental support

Children need to feel that they are making progress. They need continual encouragement as well as praise for good
performance, as any success motivates. Parents are in an ideal position to motivate and so help their children learn,
even if they have only basic English themselves and are learning alongside their young children.

By sharing, parents can not only bring their child’s English language and activities into family life, but can also

influence their young children’s attitudes to language learning and other cultures. It is now generally accepted that
most lifelong attitudes are formed by the age of eight or nine.

To find out more, visit www.britishcouncil.org/parents

Speaking English with your child
Why parents’ help is best
+ Parents can focus on their child, spending some one-to-one time with them.
Parents can fit English sessions into any part of their day to suit their child and themselves.

Parents can regulate the length of an English session and select activities to fit their child’s needs, interests and
ability to concentrate.

Parents know their child intimately and can intuitively judge the type of English talking suitable for their individual
ways of picking up language.

Parents can best interpret their child moods and respond to them. Children

have days when they eagerly absorb language and others when
they find it difficult to concentrate.

Parents can introduce more fun, as they ate working with an
individual, not a class.

Parents can introduce English culture into family life, so broadening

their child’s outlook and understanding of their own culture as well as "1
things English.




Foreword

Getting involved in your child’s learning can have positive impact upon both their attitude and the speed at which they learn.

When parents help their children outside the classroom, there are real benefits for children’s achievement inside the classroom.

We hope you enjoy using these products with your child after all learning together is fun!
The Global Experience of the British Council tells us that Children have more chance of being successful with their learning
when teachers and parents work together.

Using rhymes
Simple rhymes are thought to be innate in most cultures. From the time young children begin to talk, many enjoy playing
and experimenting with sounds by themselves.

Picking up and repeating the particular language of rhymes is another form of play for young children.

The traditional and well-known rhymes are sometimes classified as Mother Goose ehymes or nursery rhymes.
Many, like ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’ and Humpty Dumpty’, are considered part of British council.
Why Rhymes?

Rhymes are portable playthings. Parents and children can say them at any time or in any place to change a mood
or fill a bored moment with fun, Rhymes need no toy, equipment or even a book.
A rhyme, for young children, is a complete, short experience, which fits well with their limited attention span.

Young children want to communicate immediately in English and are frustrated that they
can’'t say what they want. Rhymes give them the opportunity to feel that from the first

sessions they can say a lot of English and say it quickly just like adults. »
Rhymes can be found in:

Ch“d Parent
) learning
Story rhyme picture books
Rhyme anthologies

Traditional rhymes ‘
) Teacher
Family members

It is @ good idea to learn rhymes already known to family members as it extends sharing and also motivates children to join in.
How to say a rhyme

The way a rhyme comes alive depends on how parents use their voice, eyes, facial expression and body language
(see the British Council booklet Speaking English with your child)

Recording

Mp3 players with space to record rhymes provide excellent opportunities to:
Listen to a recording

Make a recording

Play back a recording and see where language can be improved.
Reading rhymes

Research has shown that ‘reading’ simple rhymes children already know by heart
is an important step in theprocess of leaning to read fluently.
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www.britishcouncil.org/parents

An extract of a series of booklets commissioned by the British Council to support parents.

Written by Opal Dunn, Author and Educational Consultant from the UK
©British Council 2008

The United Kingdom's international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities.
A registered charity: 209131 (England and Wales) SC037733 (Scotland).
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